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of these porpoises were so 
low that the species had be-
come locally extinct. Consul-
tation with Dr. Joe Gaydos, 
director of the SeaDoc So-
ciety and chairperson of the 
science committee for the 
Puget Sound Partnership, 
has resulted in a closer ex-
amination of the harbor por-
poise as a possible “sentinel” 
species of Puget Sound.   

The importance of a sen-
tinel species is the relation-
ship this species has with the 
health of its environment. Its 
general health and popula-

tion stability are signs of the health of its entire environment, 
including food, quality of water, predator balance, and subtle 
influences like underwater noise, dissolved gases, and acidity. 
Understanding a sentinel species is important to understand-
ing the health of our own environment.

By Holiday Matchett
Time and place are ev-

erything. Two Guemes Is-
land “citizen scientists” have 
taken the time—and live in 
the place—to help provide 
observations of one of the is-
land’s neighbors.

Anne Casperson (watch-
ing from Casperson Point) 
and Phyllis Bravinder (ob-
serving from the cliffside of 
Section Road) are searching 
the waters off the Guemes 
coastline for a special mam-
mal—a cetacean: the harbor 
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena).

Casperson and Bravinder are observers for a study be-
ing conducted by the Pacific Biodiversity Institute (PBI). In 
the 1940s and ’50s, the harbor porpoise was one of the most 
common of the four cetacean species residing in Puget Sound. 
But aerial flyovers in the 1990s, combined with the lack of 
notations in fishing records, led to concern that the numbers 

Citizen Scientists Chart the Elusive Harbor Porpoise

ed
ith

 w
a
ld

en

Anne Casperson watches for harbor porpoises in Padilla Bay.

By Edith Walden
David Clifton, husband of Anderson’s General Store Man-

ager Charlotte Clifton, had to work in Seattle on Thanks-
giving Day. Charlotte decided she wanted to do something 
special on the island. So she invited the island community to 
Thanksgiving dinner at the Store. 

And special it was for about 50 islanders who gathered 
there in the early afternoon on Thanksgiving Day for a free 
Thanksgiving dinner. Preparations for the group meal took 
three days, with the Store providing five turkeys (three roasted 
and two smoked), two smoked ducks, stuffing, mashed pota-
toes and gravy, and apple cider for all comers. Guests brought 
a myriad of potluck side dishes, including 14 desserts (yum!), 

Store Hosts a Memorable 
Thanksgiving Feast

Chip Bogosian (left) ladles gravy onto Bart Hetterle’s plate at the 
free Thanksgiving dinner at the Store.

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 4)
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In articles about the Guemes Island Subarea Plan in the April (page 17) and No-
vember (page 11) issues this year, we state that the plan was adopted by the county 
commissioners in January 2010. In fact it was adopted in January 2011, after 20 years of 
work by Guemes citizens. We regret the error.

With this issue, we conclude our third year of publishing The Guemes Tide (hard 
as we find that to believe). And while the core team of volunteers who bring you 
the paper is listed in the staff box at right, we get a lot of additional—and essen-
tial—help. 

So special thanks to:
• Eric LaCross, for continuing to act as our “virtual IT department,” helping to 

research and maintain our computer equipment
• Bob and Holiday Matchett, for letting the team use their guest cottage for nu-

merous meetings and work parties
• Anne Casperson, David Slabaugh, and Bob Matchett, for helping apply address 

labels and get the paper mail-ready
• Ralph Walden, whose Photoshop skills have improved many a photo
• Slav Kislyanka of Copy & Print Store in Mount Vernon for going out of his 

way to get the Tide printed on time, on budget, and looking sharp. 

By Lorraine Francis
It seems that one of the best-kept 

secrets on Guemes Island is the med-
ical and rehabilitation equipment 
that is available at no cost to island 
residents, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, just for the asking.

The equipment has been avail-
able through Guemes Connects for 
at least 10 years. It was first stored in 
Mike and Anne Jackets’s garage. Two 
years ago the equipment was moved 
into a storage unit behind the Fire 
Station so that it would be centrally 
located. 

Here is a sampling of what is 
available: wheelchairs, crutches, 
walkers, canes, raised toilet seats, 
bedside commodes, shower seats, 
hospital beds, disposable mattress 
pads, lap trays, Depends, Epsom 
salts, exercise bikes, and a treadmill. 
All the items have been donated by 

your island neighbors after they completed their rehabilitation/recovery period. 
If you are anticipating a surgery (maybe a new hip or knee) or, heaven forbid, 

suffer a fall or break something, Guemes Connects can supply you with an array of 
equipment for as long as needed. If you don’t see what you need, call us—we just 
might have it.

For more information about available equipment, contact Gail Nicolls at 293-
9540, Juby Fouts at 293-2704, or Lorraine Francis at 293-8364. 

Gail Nicolls exhibits free medical equipment 
that is available for islanders’ use.
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Free Medical Equipment Available

Thanks to Our Unsung Helpers

Correction
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By Tom Murphy

Ferry Committee quarterly meeting
The Guemes Ferry Committee will hold its fourth-quarter public meeting on 

Sunday, December 2, at 2:30 p.m. at the Community Center. The agenda for the 
meeting includes:

• Review of the recent ferry outage and public comments and suggestions 
regarding future outages

• Summary of the 2012 Annual Ferry Operations Report presented by Public 
Works on November 27 to the Board of County Commissioners 

• Public comment on ferry issues or concerns
• Review of Ferry Committee bylaws regarding elections, with a discussion of 

possible changes to the election procedure
Nominations will be accepted for the expiring term of the position held by Steve 

Orsini, who has not yet decided whether to run for reelection. Final nominations 
can be made at the Ferry Committee annual meeting (see below).

14-Year Ferry Plan
On December 18, at 8:30 a.m., the 14-Year Ferry Plan will be presented to the 

Board of County Commissioners in the hearing room at 1800 Continental Place, 
Mount Vernon. The public is welcome to attend. Upon approval by the commis-
sioners, the report will be sent to the County Road Administration Board. When 
approved by that board, copies of the plan will be available at skagitcounty.net.

Ferry Committee annual meeting
The Ferry Committee’s annual meeting is coming up, but as the Tide went to 

press, committee chair Glen Veal could only say that the meeting would be in Janu-
ary or February at the Community Center. Watch linetime.org and the island bulle-
tin boards for more information. 

Upcoming Ferry Meetings

Ferry Operations Division Man-
ager Rachel Beck has announced the 
ferry schedules for Christmas and 
New Year’s Day. On Tuesday, Decem-
ber 25, 2012, and Tuesday, January 
1, 2013, the ferry will run on the 
Holiday Sailing Schedule, which is 
normal Saturday hours, with the last 
run at 10 p.m. instead of 11 p.m.

Otherwise the ferry will run on 
its normal daily schedule through 
the season. Revelers who want to 
party off-island on Christmas and/
or New Year’s eves should take note 
that the last ferry to the island will be 
at 8:30 p.m.

Holiday Ferry 
Schedule
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that rounded out the meal, which 
was served buffet style on tables that 
stretched half the length of the Store. 

Friends and neighbors joined each 
other at ta-
bles to visit 
and share 
the com-
munal meal 
with their 
extended 
Guemes 
family. A 
number of 
guests com-
mented that 
they would 
have skipped Thanksgiving otherwise, 
not having family close by or available. 

Islander Carol Steffy commented, 
“It’s a great mix of people, with every-
one having a wonderful time. And I 
don’t have to do dishes!” Her visiting 
mother, Jessie Crowe, 93, marveled, “It’s 
like being in the middle of a Norman 

THANKSGIVING AT STORE
(continued from page 1)

By Edith Walden
The Guemes Island Proper-

ty Owners Association (GIPOA) 
gathered 633 signatures on a peti-
tion requesting that the Washing-
ton State Board on Geographic 
Names rename the southeast tip 
of Guemes Island to “Casperson 
Point” in honor of beloved ferry 
captain Gary Casperson. Armed 
with the signatures and a complet-
ed application, GIPOA treasur-
er Carol Pellett and board mem-
ber Susan Rombeek, along with 
Gary’s widow, Anne Casperson, 
drove to Olympia on Novem-
ber 16 to attend a meeting of the 
Washington State Committee on Geo-
graphic Names (WSCGN), where the 
application was being considered at an 
initial hearing.

Pellett explained, “The GIPOA 
board has waited five years to move for-
ward with the Casperson Point naming 
effort. It was an island-wide effort, and a 
joyful one, because Gary was so admired 
and liked on the island.” (State rules re-
quire that a commemorative name can-
not be considered for approval until the 
person has been dead for five years.)

Committee member Mary Schaff 
from the Washington State Library 
commented, “I want to say how inspir-
ing it is to see 600-plus people agree on 
anything. Renaming things can be con-
troversial, but this application was very 
inspiring.” Committee member Dean 
Foster added, “Especially when they live 
on an island, all together. It’s even bet-
ter!”  WSCGN Executive Secretary Ca-
leb Maki told the Tide that the applica-
tion was the best they’ve ever received 
and will set the standard in the future.

The committee unanimously agreed 
to accept the application and move it to 
final consideration at their next meeting 
in May 2013. The committee will so-
licit comments from interested parties, 
including governmental agencies, ad-
joining property owners, and longtime 
residents. If the proposal is accepted in 
May, it then must be approved by the 
Washington State Board on Geographic 

Casperson Point Clears First Hurdle at State Level
Petition Drive Yields 633 Signatures

Names to become official for the state 
of Washington. Following that approv-
al, the name change is forwarded to the 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names for 
approval at the national level.

Gary Casperson served as harbor-
master for the Port of Anacortes for four 

years and joined the Guemes 
Island ferry crew as captain in 
1992. 

He captained the ferry for 14 
years until his death from can-
cer at age 60 in November 2006. 
He and his crew were awarded 
the Governor’s Lifesaving Award 
in 1999 for rescuing a kayaker 
in a severe storm. Casperson—
who had to row to and from his 
skiff every day and then motor to 
work and back, even in inclem-
ent weather—often “rescued” 
stranded islanders and guests 
who missed the last ferry to the 
island.

According to island historian Win 
Anderson, Casperson is the only ferry 
captain who was a full-time resident 
on Guemes. The Caspersons built their 
home on the island in 1979. (For more 
on Casperson Point, see the July/August 
2012 issue of the Tide.) 
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Left: Rocky Evans cuts up 
smoked turkey for the feast. 
Above: Win Anderson cleans 
pots and dishes; his whole 
family pitched in to serve the 
dinner.

Carol Pellett speaks before the Washington State Committee 
on Geographic Names. 

Rockwell painting.” 
Many thanks to the Anderson fam-

ily and Store employees for all the hard 
work. David, we’re sorry you had to 
work on turkey day, but thanks for in-
spiring such a satisfying and generous 
community event. Wish you could have 
been there; it was grand! 
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By Tom Murphy

Editors’ note: The Tide missed Bob 
Martin’s 20th anniversary last year, so we 
are acknowledging his accomplishments a 
year later. 

As Bob Martin approaches Decem-
ber 1, 2012, his 21st anniversary as a 
marine mechanic for Skagit County, he 
still finds joy in keeping things working 
on the Guemes ferry and ferry docks. 
Bob’s prior experiences as a truck mech- 
anic, a tractor and farm-equipment 
mechanic, and a boat builder for La 
Conner Boat Works have served him 
well these past 21 years on the ferry. 
He maintains that these experiences, 
along with the old-timers with whom 
he worked, helped him develop his ap-
proach to his work: look for the sim-
plest means to solve a problem.

Throughout the years at Skagit 
County Bob is proud to have helped 
institute an ongoing maintenance pro-
gram and to have developed a parts in-
ventory. Since the ferry and docks are so 
old, many, if not most, repairs require 
custom-built parts, and Bob is happy to 
do the research that results in the right 
part for the right place at the right time. 
He insists that it is fun and challenging 
to be confronted with custom-building 
many repairs.

When asked what brings the biggest 

Mechanic Celebrates 21 Years on Ferry

smile to his face he responded, “Keep-
ing the ferry going and having less and 
less breakdowns.” He mentioned that, 
ironically, if he is successful some would 
think that a full-time mechanic might 
not be needed.  

Working most of his life around ma-
chinery has given Bob a wealth of ex-
perience not found in books. During 
Thanksgiving week, he worked several 
nights—all night—repairing a leak in 
the new engine aboard the ferry, which 
he pointed out was still under warranty 
and therefore covered. He could smell 
antifreeze and spotted some vapor resi-
due; those clues led to the inspection, 
where the leak was found. In fact, the 
leak Bob discovered in the newly rebuilt 
engine was severe enough to require 
the replacement of the engine with the 
backup engine. The ferry was taken out 
of service for the last two runs on No-
vember 26; passenger-only service was 
provided until the next morning.

Since 1974, Bob has also been the 
projectionist at the Lincoln Theater in 
Mount Vernon, where he maintains the 
pipe organ and does building mainte-
nance. He still finds time to enjoy his 
five grandchildren. He and his wife, 
Dena, live in Sedro Woolley.

Congratulations to Bob. We can all 
be thankful for his dedicated and cre-
ative efforts to keep the ferry working 
and safe. 

After 21 years on the job, mechanic Bob Martin is a familiar sight to many ferry riders.

r
a
c
h

el
 b

ec
k

By Tom Murphy
All four Guemes Island Commu-

nity Center Association (GICCA) board 
members who were nominated for re-
election were awarded two-year terms 
by acclamation of those present at 
the GICCA meeting on November 15.  
The newly reelected members—Julie 
Pingree, Kelly Bush, Kathleen Phillips, 
and Rob Schroeder—along with other 
board members Sharon Schlittenhard, 
Norm Prewitt, and Lynne Myall were 
praised for their community spirit and 
willingness to keep projects manage-
able. Schroeder remarked, “I believe 
our main job was to rebuild trust and 
peace with the community. I feel we 
have come a long way towards that 
goal.”

In other business, the board 
considered launching a special appeal 
for funds, in addition to the general 
fund appeal that is done each spring. 
Treasurer Norm Prewitt offered that if 
a special appeal is approved it should 
be specifically focused on the stage 
project. 

Several community members 
expressed concern with the timing of 
a fall appeal, given the lateness of the 
year and the approach of the holidays. 
The board voted unanimously to reject 
a special appeal at this time.

Prewitt reported the revenue and 
expenditures for the first ten months of 
2012.  Revenue is at $21,188.89 and ex-
penses are at $13,143.33. The revenue 
is a combination of approximately 
$15,500 in donations and $5,500 in-
come from events and Hall rental.  The 
biggest expense is the operation of the 
Hall, which is hovering around $1,300 
per month.

Myall reported that work on the 
second draft of the Hall rental agree-
ment is still in progress and has not yet 
been fully reviewed. She added that 
ongoing discussions regarding Hall 
cleaning following events are directly 
connected to the revisions being con-
sidered in the rental agreement.

Finally, in the president’s annual 
report, Pingree thanked islanders who 
worked on the many events and proj-
ects, donating both time and materials.  

The next GICCA meeting is Janu-
ary 17, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. at the Hall.

Community Council 
Members Reelected
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The cooks for the Gathering lunches that are served every Thursday at the 
Church from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. will take a break during the holidays. With 
a family theme for December, on the 6th Juby Fouts will serve Mom’s company 
chicken, and on the 13th Jan Iversen will serve Dick’s favorite lunch.

The program breaks for the holidays and resumes on January 10, when Kathy 
Finks prepares country-fried cube steak. On January 17, Lorraine Francis prepares 
sweet and sour chicken. On January 24, Anne Passarelli and Gail Nicolls offer the 
cooks’ choice. On January 31, Lorraine Francis cooks hot smoked turkey sandwich-
es. The suggested donation for the meal is $4.00. Meals are available by arrange-
ment for shut-ins.

Carol Park is offering chair massages from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the 
Gathering meals for $10, whether you wish to attend the lunch or not.

All islanders and guests are invited to bring a 
side dish and attend the annual Holiday Dinner at 
the Community Center on Saturday, December 8. 
The Guemes Island Community Church will pro-
vide turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, and gravy. Bev-
erages will also be provided. Come spread some hol-
iday cheer with your friends and neighbors.

Organized children’s activities will be offered 
from 4 to 5 p.m., including decorating cookies, 
making holiday art, listening to holiday music, and 
hearing and acting out stories.

Dinner will proceed from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus are expected to arrive at about 6 p.m.

This social event of the season is cohosted by the Guemes Island Community 
Center Association and the Church, and sponsored by numerous island organiza-
tions, whose industrious volunteers decorate and set up the Hall, cook and serve the 
food, and clean up the aftereffects of the happy gathering.

For more information or to volunteer, contact Yadi Young at 293-9271.

A reminder: winter hours at An-
derson’s General Store are 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Sunday through  Thursday, and 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday. The 
kitchen opens at 10 a.m. every day.

The store will close at 1 p.m. on De-
cember 24, and will be closed all day on 
December 25 and January 1.

Editors’ note: This section lists island events we think readers might want to know 
about more than a month in advance—especially those that require pre-registration and 
planning. More detailed information will generally follow in the next issue.

February 9: Guemes Connects will be sponsoring a blood drive from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Guemes Island Community Church. Appointments must be scheduled 
in advance. Contact Lorraine Francis at 293-8364 or Juby Fouts at 293-2704 for more 
information or to make an appointment. At least 25 donors must be registered for the 
blood drive to proceed. (If you plan to give blood at this drive, do not donate blood 
anywhere else after December 15.)

February: Guemes Island high-school juniors and seniors will be called to attend 
a meeting in February to distribute applications for the Betty Crookes Guemes Gold 
Scholarships that will be awarded in May. For questions, contact Janice Veal at 293-
3721 or Jan Ebersole at 299-4322.

•Save the Date•

Soup Suppers, held most Tuesdays 
at the Church beginning at 6 p.m., will 
continue in December and January. 
There will be no suppers on Christmas 
or New Year’s days.

December 4: Bob Hyde, direc-
tor of the Port of Anacortes, will talk 
about the “State of the Port,” detailing 
the industry and development of the 
Anacortes waterfront and marinas.

December 11: Bob Henderson, 
who has a minor in geology, will show 
the DVD “Birth of the Earth” from the 
Smithsonian Chronicles series How the 
Earth Was Made. The DVD covers topics 
including the age of the Earth, the 
origin of water, and the final stages of 
the Earth’s formation. If time permits, 
there will be a group discussion.

December 18: Jon Prescott will 
present a workshop on Healthcare 
Advance Directives. Prescott, who is 
a chaplain and patient navigator at 
Island Hospital, will help attendees fill 
out important medical directives, in-
cluding identifying desired and unde-
sired treatment as well as plans to be 
carried out after death. The goal is to 
complete the forms so that loved ones 
can be assured that they are giving ap-
propriate care when the need arises. A 
small donation to cover the cost of the 
forms will be appreciated.

 Program plans for January were 
not available at press time.

All-Island Dinner on December 8

Gathering Lunches Take a Holiday

Soup Supper 
Schedule

Holiday Schedule  
at the Store



The Guemes Tide     December 2012 - January 2013     7      

Here’s a preview of upcoming classes and workshops on 
the island. If you’d like us to include your class or work-

shop, send details to editorial@guemestide.org by the 15th 
of the month preceding the issue date.

Basket-Weave Scarf Workshop
Artist Penny Berk will show you how to make an open-weave scarf 

in this fun and fast one-day session. Leave with a beautiful and comfortable 
holiday gift for someone special, or a unique piece for yourself. Cost is $105, 
including all materials. The workshop will be held Sunday, December 9, 9:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Tower Arts Studio. Call 293-8878 for more information, 
or visit towerartsstudio.com.

Class Acts
Tower Arts Studio will hold its 

10th annual Holiday Art Sale and Open 
House on Saturday, December 8, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 5424 South Shore 
Drive. Five local artists and crafters will 
be displaying and selling their work: 
Penny Berk, with felted scarves and hats; 
Dorothy Bird, with essential oils; Donna 
Davis, with goat-milk soap; Sue Roberts, 
with ceramics, sculpture, and caramel 
chocolates; and Cathy Schoenberg, with 
paintings and calendars. 

For more information, call 293-8878.

By Edith Walden
The fifth annual holiday concert in 

the Guemes Island Chamber Music Se-
ries will be presented on Saturday, De-
cember 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the Commu-
nity Center. 

Tickets are $20 and can be pur-
chased at the Store, directly from Jac-
quie or Bob Prescott at 588-8206, or at 
the door.

The popular series, which often plays 
to a standing-room-only audience of 
music lovers, features returning violin-
ists Nancy and David Bean, violist Karie 
Prescott, and cellist Lloyd Smith. Mu-
sic by Paganini, Corelli, Schubert, and 
Vaughan Williams will be performed, 
along with a “Christmas surprise” of 
holiday favorites.

The series, initiated in 2007 by part-
time islander Karie Prescott, brings 
nationally renowned musicians to the 
island twice a year for the outstand-
ing concerts. Accomplished musician 
and islander Betty Curtis says of the 
concerts, “They’re as good as Carnegie 
Hall,” adding, “or better—because we 
get to sit closer.”

Prescott’s music career is centered 
in Los Angeles, where she is a freelance 
recording artist. She taught viola and 
chamber music for 12 years at Pepper-
dine University, and has performed 
many times with the Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic, the Hollywood Bowl Or-
chestra, and the Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra, as well as being a tenured 
member of the Los Angeles Opera Or-

chestra. She just completed a tour in 
November with Andrea Bocelli and be-
gins recording in January for the movie 
Star Trek 11. She has toured throughout 
the U.S., Canada, and Europe.

Nancy Bean retired from the Phila-
delphia Orchestra after 26 years, includ-
ing 23 years as assistant concertmaster. 
She devotes her time to chamber mu-
sic; she is the artistic director of 1807 
& Friends, first violinist of the Wis-
ter Quartet and the Amerita Chamber 
Players, and violinist and violist with 
the Barnard Trio, the Florian Trio, Duo 
Paganini, and Duo Parisienne. She has 

performed in chamber concerts with 
Emanuel Ax, Alicia de Larrocha, and  
Yo-Yo Ma, and has soloed with the Phila-
delphia Orchestra, the Seattle Symphony, 
and the North Carolina Symphony.

David Bean (Nancy’s brother) is a 
member of the Whatcom Symphony 
Orchestra and lives in Whatcom Coun-
ty. He is a park ranger with the Nation-
al Park Service and Whatcom County 
Parks, and music is his primary avoca-
tion. When he was a fire lookout in the 
North Cascades National Park, hikers 
and wildlife were often treated to strains 
of J. S. Bach’s Partitas for Unaccompa-
nied Violin.

Lloyd Smith retired from the Phila-
delphia Orchestra after 36 years, includ-
ing 15 years as assistant principal cellist. 
He devotes his time to chamber music 
and composing. He is cellist of the Wis-
ter Quartet, 1807 & Friends, the Amer-
ita Chamber Players, the Florian Trio, 
and the Barnard Trio. He was coached by 
Pablo Casals and a member of the Bu-
dapest String Quartet. His compositions 
have been featured on 1807 & Friends 
concerts and recordings.

A shorter concert, with a slightly dif-
ferent program, will also be offered on 
Sunday, December 23, at 4 p.m. in Ana-
cortes at Studio 1010 (located at 1010 
6th Street). Tickets will be available for 
$20 at the door.

If you’d like to find more information 
about the chamber-music series, or to 
hear the musicians play, please visit  
guemeschambermusic.wordpress.com. 

Holiday Chamber-Music Concert Returns

Holiday Art Sale

Renowned violist and part-time islander 
Karie Prescott produces the popular 
chamber-music series.
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HARBOR PORPOISES
(continued from page 1)

Harbor porpoises seldom breach out of the water and are most commonly seen with only 
their fins showing.

The PBI study, conducted by Aileen 
Jeffries, has set up observations centered 
in Fidalgo Bay and the waters surround-
ing the nearby islands. Jeffries’s first 
stroke of luck was to be able to work 
with “Daisy,” an orphaned baby har-
bor porpoise in the Vancouver Aquari-
um. Her experience led to the design of 
acoustic tools that record the time and 
location of the porpoises and ways of 
monitoring some of the movement (es-
pecially at night) of these elusive small 
animals. One tool records the harbor 
porpoise’s echolocation (at a frequency 
of 140 kHz).

Keeping a lookout—and a log
Casperson has been recording since 

August 12, 2012, with close to 100 ob-
servations. She has included the times 
and duration, number of porpoises, 
the Beaufort wind scale (wave activity), 
and the weather condition. She evalu-
ates whether the porpoises are foraging 
for food (often revealed by gulls, rip-
tide action, or eddies in the presence of 
the porpoises) or whether the animals 
are traveling to another location. She 
and many other islanders have spotted 
the porpoises from the ferry, going past 
Guemes. Of her tasks, Casperson re-

ports, “I love these animals—the whole 
whale family. The fact that they are sur-
viving in our waters is very encouraging, 
and helping to record this data is deeply 
rewarding.” 

Observation tasks include: 
• Regular observations over a period 

of time, for at least 15 minutes per day
• Regular recording of the observa-

tions on a data sheet
• Recognition that “no sighting” is 

important data
The citizen scientists 

have been very inspiring 
to Jeffries. She is thrilled 
to have at least two ob-
servers on Guemes and 
would love to encourage 
islanders on Cypress, 
Sinclair, Samish, Lopez, 
and other San Juan is-
lands to become trained 
observers.

All in the family
The local cetaceans 

in Puget Sound are all 
in the family of Delph-
inidae, which are small 
toothed whales. Our lo-
cals are the harbor por-
poise (often seen and re-
corded at Burrows Bay), 
the Dall’s porpoise (nev-
er seen or recorded at 

Burrows Bay), and the orca whale (both 
local and transient pods). The danger to 
the porpoises (both species are about 6 
feet in length, compared to the orca at 
30 feet) is the diet of the whales. The lo-
cal whales are known to be fish eaters 
(largely salmon); the transients are op-
portunistic and will take any mammal 
or fish they can catch. The local orca 
is known to play “basketball” with the 
smaller harbor porpoises, but the tran-
sient orca comes for dinner. 

The harbor porpoise is the only ce-
tacean known to frequent the waters of 
Fidalgo Bay during the entire year.  

Asked when the study will conclude, 
Jeffries responded, “This study has taken 
on a life of its own, expanding with the 
success of gathering data and the net-
work of citizen observers. We hope to 
discover the food sources, the breed-
ing locations, and the calving locations 
of this species because sentinel species 
are usually cetaceans and they help us to 
better understand the environment we 
are living in.” 

If you would like to help with this 
study, or know of someone on another 
island who would, contact Aileen Jef-
fries at aileen@pacificbio.org or Sue 
Ehler at setehler@msn.com. 

For more information about the 
project or about harbor porpoises, vis-
it pacificbio.org and select the Marine 
Mammal Project. 

This image shows a very unusual event: a harbor porpoise 
completely airborne.
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GuemesGuemesGuemes   
   IslandIslandIsland

Waterfront2.78acres(4lots)onsunnySouth
Shore,200 feetofsandybeachandtidelands;
house,cabin,boatlaunch,pond.$1,800,000 

Guemes’s famous “Mine Field” (“by order of
mine”):sunny 10acrefieldonWestShoreDr.
readyforyourdreamhome/farm.$297,000 

  

   

 

 

3acre estate w/4 bds (2 main floor master
suites), sauna, sports court, fire pit, private
trailtosecludedcove.$1,195,000 

 Modern 3 bd, 2.5 bath view home on North
Beach highbank waterfront. Enjoy soaring
ceilings,glassdoors,marblefireplace.$495,000 

Custom2bd,2.5bath,cedarviewhomebuilt
around huge boulder, 2 fireplaces, clerestory
livingroom,beachaccess.$329,000 

Private,open,sunny,partiallywooded, 10acre
parcel onWest ShoreDrive.Motivated seller
bringalloffers.$200,000 

Modern, 3 bd home, with westfacing views,
gridtied solar power, radiant heat, high
efficiencyappliances,beachaccess.$297,653 

Openconcept 3 bd, 2.75 bath, home w/view
deck, lower level apt., landscaping, cottage,
pizzaoven,beaches,andboatlaunch.$350,000 



Remodeled 4 bd home on sandy westfacing
beach w/boathouse, fireplaces, huge decks,
viewhottub,guestcabin.$1,100,000 

IconicwaterfrontlogcabinonWestShorebuilt
bythe legendary“Bubbles”withstellarrock&
glassfireplace;upgradedin2010.$595,000 

96 ft private point on east sidewith cabin &
studio, as well as room to build above. Stun
ningviews.Power,waterinplace.$387,249 
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to financial management. She volun-
teered in a grade school; he was a math 
tutor in an alternative high school. She 
became a native-plant steward. Her en-
try into basket-making led them both 
to help develop the Suquamish Basket 

Marsh, now an envi-
ronmental education 
center. 

The Prewitts 
began coming to 
Guemes 13 years ago 
for visits with their 
son Dave and his 
wife, Leslie, and “fell 
in love with Guemes,” 
Lynn describes. They 
purchased the red 
farmhouse on Edens 
Road in 2008, and 
moved here full-time 
this past summer. 
They’ve been quick 

to volunteer on the island, too. Norm 
was elected to the Community Coun-
cil, where he serves as treasurer. Lynn is 
calendar editor for the Tide, is a mem-
ber of the Church choir, and attends the 
Women’s Fellowship (but doesn’t quilt, 
she is quick to add).

The couple celebrated their 50th an-
niversary with a party at the Commu-
nity Center. When asked what it takes 
for a successful marriage, Lynn respond-
ed, “Giving each other space. We’re not 
joined at the hip; we don’t have to do 
everything together.” She listed a num-
ber of separate trips they have taken, 
and added wryly, “I have gone to bed 
mad before.” 

When asked the same question, 
Norm noted that he had dated oth-
er women before Lynn, describing the 
difference he felt: “I didn’t want her; I 
wanted to do for her.” He explained, 
“You have to recognize when your part-
ner needs something done for them; 
you must be able to sense and have the 
ability to do what needs to be done.” He 
also mentioned advice he got from his 
father: “If she says it twice, you’d better 
start listening.”

Sound advice for many happy years 
to come. 

By Edith Walden
Lynn Archer, a file 

clerk at Boeing, wasn’t 
quite sure if her col-
league, a 26-year-old 
computer program-
mer in her office, had 
really asked her out or 
not. It was March 24, 
1962, the night before 
her 20th birthday. She 
decided to be prepared, 
just in case. When 
Norm Prewitt came to 
pick her up to take her 
out to dinner, her whole 
family had gathered to 
“check him out.” Appar-
ently he passed muster, getting past the 
family inspection and a somewhat awk-
ward first date of lobster (complete with 
bibs) and wine, neither of which Lynn 
had ever had before. 

On June 12, they were engaged, 
and five months later, “just so every-
one would know we didn’t have to get 
married,” Norm points out, they were 
wed on November 17 at the Greenlake 
United Methodist Church in Seattle. 
On their way to their honeymoon in 
Victoria, B.C., they spent their wedding 
night at the San Juan Motel, on 6th 
Street in Anacortes. “It’s a different col-
or, but it looks about the same as it did 
then,” Norm asserts.

They had two sons, Lee and Dave, 
and settled on Mercer Island. Lynn 
had dropped out of college before go-
ing to work at Boeing, and by age 35 
had become bored being a Mercer Is-

land housewife. 
She went back 
to school and 
graduated from 
the UW with a 
bachelor of science degree in civil engi-
neering—the same year her oldest son 
graduated from high school.

Lynn worked for 12 years as a trans-
portation planning engineer. Norm 
continued his career at Boeing, doing 
propulsion development in a pre-CAD 
(computer-assisted design) environ-
ment. “If you liked to learn, it was a 
great place to be,” Norm says, describ-
ing the fast pace of keeping up with ev-
er-changing technology. 

Lynn retired at 52 and Norm at 60. 
They are active volunteers. She was a 
public speaker for the New Road Map 
Foundation, a nonprofit organization 
that promotes a whole-systems approach 

The Prewitts Mark 50 Years Together
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When What Time Where Contact

Dec. 1, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 2, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service 9:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Ferry Committee Public Meeting 2:30 pm Hall Glen Veal 293-3721

Dec. 3, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush Jr. 293-7439

Dec. 4, Tues. Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Boots Anderson's Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper: "State of the Port" 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Dec. 5, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 6, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Mom's Company Chicken 11:30 - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 7, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 8, Sat. GIPOA 9:30 am Library Howard Pellett 293-8128

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Community Holiday Dinner:

Kid's Activities 4:00 - 5:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

Dinner 5:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

Dec. 9, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Hanukkah
Dec. 10, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 11, Tues. Soup Supper: Video "Birth of the Earth" 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:30 pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 333-6297

Dec. 12, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 13, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Dick's Favorite Lunch 11:30 - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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When What Time Where Contact

Dec. 14, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 15, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 16, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Dec. 17, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 18, Tues. Soup Supper: Advanced Health Care Directives 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 19, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 21, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Winter Solstice Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 22, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Holiday Chamber Music Concert* 7:30 pm Hall Jacquie Prescott 588-8206

Dec. 23, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Dec. 24, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 25, Tues.

Christmas Day

Dec. 26, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Kwanzaa Begins Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Dec. 28, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 29, Sat. Audubon Christmas bird count All day Guemes Tim Manns 336-8753

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Dec. 30, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Dec. 31, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

New Year's Eve Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

ONGOING Art Show:  Youth of Guemes Art Show will be on display at the Store through December

Happy Holidays

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).
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When What Time Where Contact

Jan. 1, Tues.

New Year's Day

Jan. 2, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 3, Thu. Library Board 7:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 4, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 5, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 6, Sun. Church Council 8:00 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 7, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

GIPAC 7:00 pm Church Allen Bush, Jr. 293-7439

Jan. 8, Tues Brown Bag Book Club 1:30 pm Marianne Kooiman 293-5815

Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Fire Commissioners Meeting 7:30 pm Fire Hall Mike Stamper 333-6297

Jan. 9, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 10, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Country Fried Cube Steak 11:30 - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Men's Book Club 7:00 pm Library George Meekins 840-9391

Jan. 11, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 12, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 13, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 14, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Historical Society 7:30 pm Church Carol Deach 708-2726

Library Book Club 8:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 15, Tues. Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Happy New Year Everyone   

All events listed are open to the public (some require preregistration).  Asterisk (*) indicates fee for event.
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Jan. 15, Tues. Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Knitting Night 7:30 pm Pellett's Carol Pellett 293-8128

Happy New Year Everyone   
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Jan. 16, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 17, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Sweet and Sour Chicken 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA Meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

Jan. 18, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 19, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 20, Sun Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 21, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Martin Luther Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

King Day Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 22, Tues. Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Jan. 23, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 24, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Cook's Choice 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Jan. 25, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 26, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 27, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 28, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee 8:00 am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 29, Tues. Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667
Jan. 30. Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 31, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Hot Smoked Turkey Sandwich 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

CERT radio test 7:00 pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).

The Guemes Tide Community Calendar January 2013

When What Time Where Contact

Jan. 16, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Men's Breakfast 8:00 am Church Bob Prescott 588-8206

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 17, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Sweet and Sour Chicken 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

GICCA Meeting 7:00 pm Hall Julie Pingree 293-2269

Jan. 18, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 19, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 20, Sun Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 21, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Martin Luther Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

King Day Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 22, Tues. Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667

Jan. 23, Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:00 am Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 24, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Cook's Choice 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

Jan. 25, Fri. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Meditation 8:00 - 10:00 am 7133 Glencoe Lane Jon Prescott 929-6996

Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 26, Sat. Library open 2:00 - 4:00 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Jan. 27, Sun. Church Service 9:30 am Church Yadi Young 293-9271

Jan. 28, Mon. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Cemetery Committee 8:00 am Store Dixon Elder 293-8935

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 29, Tues. Soup Supper 6:00 pm Church Bob Cummings 293-7667
Jan. 30. Wed. Strength-Building Group 7:30 - 8:15 am Church Dyvon Havens 293-0221

Women's Fellowship/Quilting 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Anne Passarelli 299-2549

Library open 2 - 4 and 6 - 8 pm Library Carol Pellett 293-8128

Yoga 6:30 - 8:00 pm Hall Sue Gwost 293-5708

Jan. 31, Thu. Gathering Lunch: Hot Smoked Turkey Sandwich 11:30 am - 12:15 pm Church Lorraine Francis 293-8364

CERT radio test 7:00 pm Gail Nicolls 293-9540

To add your event, email: calendar@guemestide.org (by the 15th of the month).



 

This beautiful new home has an elegance and quality to its well designed spaces. Nice 
open floor plan with vaulted ceilings and hardwood floors. Living room has gas fireplace. 
Large gourmet kitchen and stainless appliances. Main level master suite with master 
bath. Two large decks for entertaining. Almost an acre lot that has been professionally 
landscaped and has a park-like setting. Community beach access close by. 
 

$535,000  MLS# 352161 

4603 S Shore Drive 
$660,000    MLS# 230532 

What you get when you 
list your property with 
Margi: 
 

FULL-TIME PROFESSIONAL REAL 
ESTATE AGENT WITH 11 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

TOP PRODUCING AGENT  

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS OF 
YOUR PROPERTY 

HIGH QUALITY MARKETING 
MATERIALS 

TOP SEARCH ENGINE  
PLACEMENT 

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITES 

CONTINUOUS MARKET UPDATES 

AVAILABLE TO CLIENTS 24/7 

30 YEAR RESIDENT OF THE AREA 

Where Do You Want to Live On Guemes ?

W 
Windermere Real Estate/Anacortes Properties 

Margi Houghton  

(360) 202-0041 
margi@windermere.com 
www.guemesisland.com 

To view more listings go to GuemesIsland.com 
Specializing in Guemes Island Real Estate 

10 Sinclair Island 
$550,000    MLS# 407914 

7141 Guemes Island Road 
$598,000    MLS# 391782 

NHN Island View Drive 
$350,000    MLS# 73849 

5992 Guemes Island Road 
$379,000    MLS# 364116 

 

SOLD - 7683 Hideaway Lane; $224,000    MLS# 288795 
SOLD - Lot behind house for $19,000 

Margi SOLD 27 properties and over $10,000,000 in sales so far 
in 2012. Even in a slow market she is productive. 
 
This is a great time to invest in real estate with historically 
low interest rates and a good rental market.  Please call if you 
would like a list of great investment properties.  It is good to 
have an investment that is a tangible asset that makes money. 
 
If you need a CMA (Comparable Market Analysis) please call.. 

Vacant Land 
7374 Holiday Blvd  $49,000 MLS# 82717 
Lot 13 Holiday Blvd $47,500 MLS# 366911 
Lot 80 Holiday Blvd. $195,000 MLS# 192906 
5433 W Shore Road $199,500 MLS# 243077 
7822 S Beach Lane $234,000 MLS# 347927 
Lot 11 Evergreen Lane $65,000 MLS# 400756 
Lot 76 Evergreen Lane $42,500 MLS# 406351 
NHN Muriel Lane $98,000 MLS# 423436 
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Statewide Initiative Measure 1185 
(restricting tax and fee increases)

√ Yes: 253 (47.03%)
No: 285 (52.97%)

Statewide Initiative Measure 1240 
(public charter schools)

√ Yes: 250 (45.79%)
No: 296 (54.21%)

Statewide Referendum Measure 74 
(same-sex marriage)

√ Yes: 394 (70.86%)
No: 162 (29.14%)

Statewide Initiative Measure 502 
(legalizing marijuana)

√ Yes: 355 (63.28%)
No: 206 (36.72%)

Statewide Engrossed Senate Joint 
Resolution 8221 (implementing debt-
limit recommendations)

√ Approve: 270 (55.21%)
Reject: 219 (44.79%)

Statewide Senate Joint Resolution 8223 
(investments by universities)

Approve: 243 (48.21%)
√ Reject: 261 (51.79%)

State Advisory Vote 1 (Senate Bill 6635, 
B&O tax deductions on residential 
loans)

√ Repeal: 236 (49.79%)
Maintain: 238 (50.21%)

State Advisory Vote 2 (House Bill 2590, 
expiration of a petroleum tax)

√ Repeal: 205 (44.47%)
Maintain: 256 (55.53%)

U.S. President/Vice President
√ Obama/Biden: 379 (66.73%)
Romney/Ryan: 147 (25.88%)
Johnson/Gray: 18 (3.17%)
Stein/Honkala: 22 (3.87%)
Anderson/Rodriguez: 2 (0.35%)

U.S. Senator 
√ Maria Cantwell: 409 (73.83%)
Michael Baumgartner: 145 (26.17%)

District 2 U.S. Representative
√ Rick Larsen: 389 (71.9%)
Dan Matthews: 152 (28.1%)

Governor
√ Jay Inslee: 374 (67.51%)
Rob McKenna: 180 (32.49%)

Lieutenant Governor
√ Brad Owen: 340 (64.39%)
Bill Finkbeiner: 188 (35.61%)

Secretary of State
√ Kim Wyman: 165 (31.67%)
Kathleen Drew: 356 (68.33%)

State Treasurer
√ Jim McIntire: 383 (74.37%)
Sharon Hanek: 132 (25.63%)

State Auditor
James Watkins: 154 (29.96%)
√ Troy Kelley: 360 (70.04%)

State Attorney General
√ Bob Ferguson: 379 (72.47%)
Reagan Dunn: 144 (27.53%)

State Commissioner of Public Lands
√ Peter Goldmark: 390 (75.14%)
Clint Didier: 129 (24.86%)

State Insurance Commissioner
√ Mike Kreidler: 370 (73.27%)
John R. Adams: 135 (26.73%)

District 40 State Senator
√ Kevin Ranker: 368 (71.32%)
John Swapp: 148 (28.68%)

District 40 State Representative Pos. 1
√ Kristine Lytton: 407 (85.68%)
Brandon Robinson: 68 (14.32%)

District 40 State Representative Pos. 2
√ Jeff Morris: 320 (63.62%)
Howard A. Pellett: 183 (36.38%)

County Commissioner No. 1
√ Ron Wesen: 204 (38.86%)
Nick Petrish: 321 (61.14%)

County Commissioner No. 2
√ Kenneth A. Dahlstedt: 371 

(71.48%)
April Axthelm: 148 (28.52%)

Supreme Court Justice Position 9
√ Sheryl Gordon McCloud: 305 

(74.03%)
Richard B. Sanders: 107 (25.97%)

Skagit PUD Commissioner  2
Mike Newman: 111 (29.68%)
√ Robbie Robertson: 263 (70.32%) 

How Guemes Voted
By Nick Allison

Here are the November 6 vote tallies from the Guemes precinct, which also in-
cludes Cypress, Hat, Huckleberry, Jack, Sinclair, Strawberry, Saddlebag, and Ven-
dovi islands. Certified results weren’t going to be available until November 27, as we 
went to press, but these numbers are probably quite accurate.

David Cunningham, elections supervisor for Skagit County, told the Tide that 
there were 573 ballots cast in the precinct. Given the precinct’s 630 registered vot-
ers, that indicates a robust Guemes turnout rate of 90.95 percent, well above the 
overall county figure of 83.01 percent.

A check mark indicates the overall winner in each race. We have omitted listing 
uncontested races.

By Win Anderson and Carol Deach
There were 114 homeowners with 

some 40 children on Guemes as Christ-
mas approached and the island was 
wrapped in the gray, soggy winter of 
1888. 

The latest newcomers, the March 
family, dreamed of a gala gathering of all 
residents for the important holiday.

But how could it be accomplished?
Most communication was by row-

boat or canoe; or by foot on a few rut-
ted wagon trails, paths, or the beach. 
The little island store had precious little 
stock other than necessities, and money 
was scarce. Even if there was money, the 
nearest real store was 15 miles away by 
small boat over sometimes treacherous, 
stormy waters.

But those pioneers were determined. 
To find out how the dream was accom- 
plished, come to the December 10 
meeting of the Guemes Island Histori-
cal Society.

We invite all islanders to come and 
be a part of the Society. After all, you all 
are a part of the history of the island—
new history is just as important as old 
history, and we would like you to share 
with us in building the bridge between 
the two. 

The meeting will be held on Mon-
day, December 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Church fellowship hall. 

Historical Society to 
Recall Island’s First 

Community Christmas

While no images are known to exist of 
either of the first two log schoolhouses 
on Guemes Island, we can speculate that 
a building such as this hosted the island’s 
first community Christmas in 1888. This 
school, Mount Vernon’s first, has been  
identified as dating to 1872.

s
k
a
G

it
 c

ty
. 

h
is

to
r
ic

a
l 

M
u

s
eu

M



The Guemes Tide     December 2012 - January 2013     17      

By Edith Walden

Editors’ note: On November 3 and 9, 
the author volunteered as an election ob-
server at the Skagit County Auditor’s Of-
fice to watch ballots being counted.

Every county in the state has its own 
ballot-counting procedures. In Skagit 
County 56,253 ballots were counted by 
November 27, when the election results 
were certified. Each one was processed 
at least six times by human hands. There 
is no giant machine somewhere in the 
basement of the county building churn-
ing out ballots; the procedure is many 
eyes and hands working very long hours 
and weekends, and many checks and 
balances throughout the process. 

Signature verification
After your ballot is delivered by 

mail or from a ballot box, it is hand-fed 
through a machine (it takes two people) 
that slits the outer envelope. The enve-
lopes are then banded in sets of 20 and 
taken to the person who will check your 
signature. The worker scans the bar code 
on the outer envelope, which brings up 
your registered signature on a comput-
er. The worker, who has been trained 

in signature verification by Washington 
State Patrol, holds your envelope next 
to the signature on the screen and com-
pares them. If your signature does not 
match, you will be notified and asked  
to correct the problem. 

Opening the ballot
Ballots with verified signatures are 

sorted by precinct, grouped, and count-
ed—all by hand—and then delivered 
to election boards. The 17 part-time 
workers who populate the five election 
boards earn $10.61 per hour and are 
on call during the entire election pe-
riod. A board worker removes your in-
ner envelope from the outer envelope; 
it is counted again and compared to the 
precinct master list. If the counts match 
up, your ballot is examined for any rips, 
tears, or stains that might confuse the 
scanner, or any voting irregularities, 
such as marking two boxes for the same 
race (overvoting) or checking a box in-
stead of filling it in completely (under-
voting). If your ballot has a problem, it 
is separated into a pile that will require 
duplicate ballots to be prepared. Other-
wise, it is counted twice in its precinct 
batch, by different people. If the counts 
match, it goes on to the scanner.

Duplicate ballots
If you spilled coffee on your ballot, 

or your dog chewed it, or you filled in a 
write-in candidate but didn’t also fill in 
the box next to the write-in name, your 
ballot goes to a group of three election 
workers. One will read out loud how 
you voted for every position while an-
other will fill out a duplicate ballot ac-
cording to what is being read. The third 
worker watches to see that the first two 
are reading and marking the new bal-
lot correctly. Washington law dictates 
that every attempt must be made to de-
termine the voter’s intent. If you voted 
for one person and then changed your 
mind and voted for another, the work-
ers will decide who you intended to vote 
for, if possible.

Scanning
At last, your ballot is fed into a ma-

chine again (by a person). Your ballot 
is scanned into the election database. 
Two more workers watch the ballots fly 
by on a computer monitor, looking for 
undervotes or overvotes that previous 
workers may have missed, which will 
now be highlighted on the screen. The 
two screeners will interpret intent, with 
a third person available for consultation, 
if consensus cannot be reached. 

And finally, your vote is counted. 

By Holiday Matchett
Audience members at Soup Supper 

on November 13 were encouraged to 
consider a national program, Firewise 
Communities/USA. Guemes Island Fire 
Chief Mike Stamper, Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources pre-
senter Tom Smith, and Al Craney from 
the Soil Conservation District joined 
forces to alert Guemes residents about 
the urgency of establishing a commu-
nity approach to wildfire prevention. A 
map of Guemes illustrating areas of the 
island that are most vulnerable to brush-
fires due to the shallow soils and the 
prevailing winds was displayed.

The Firewise program encourages 
small neighborhoods to work together 
to eliminate as many fire risks as pos-

sible by creating safe environments 
around homes, especially in rural areas. 
With decreasing funding for communi-
ty services, wildfire prevention becomes 
increasingly important.

Firewise efforts include assessing 
risks, creating fuel-free buffer zones, 
planting fire-resistant vegetation, using 
nonflammable construction materials, 
learning the behavior of wildfires, and 
planning for evacuation routes. 

The history of fires on Guemes that 
have required the cooperation of many 
regional fire departments has led to rec-
ognition that residents can do many 
things to assist in fire prevention and in 
providing an environment that facili-
tates fighting a fire. For more informa-
tion, including resources, tools, and ed-

ucational and assessment materials, visit 
firewise.org/usa. You can also contact 
Mike Stamper at 333-6297. 

How Your Vote Gets Counted

Becoming a Firewise Community
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A map shows areas on Guemes that are 
especially susceptible to wildfires.
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By Edith Walden

Editors’ note: In this issue the Tide 
completes its summaries of the policy rec-
ommendations for each element in the 
Guemes Island Subarea Plan, which was 
adopted in January 2011 by the Skagit 
County Board of Commissioners. In previ-
ous issues we have covered land use (July/
August 2011), natural-resource conserva-
tion (September 2011), the environment 
(December 2011/January 2012), shore-
lines (April 2012), and transportation 
(November 2012).

All the planning in the world isn’t 
worth the paper it’s written on if there 
is no way to implement or enforce the 
plans. Of the 120 policy recommen-
dations adopted in the Guemes Island 
Subarea Plan, only 18 use the manda-
tory “shall” in prescribing an action. Of 
these, many are further softened by the 
use of phrases such as “where feasible” 
and “if possible.” 

In fact, some of these “mandatory”  
recommendations cannot be imple-
mented because they are precluded by 
other governing bodies. Policy recom-
mendation 5.7, for example, states that 
“Commercial aquaculture shall not be 
permitted on the shoreline of Guemes 
Island.” This policy cannot be enforced 
because it would be inconsistent with 
the state Shoreline Management Act, 
which gives priority to water-dependent 
uses and supersedes any county regula-
tions.

The subarea plan must also be con-
sistent with the Skagit County Com-

prehensive Plan, which is mandated by 
the Washington State Growth Manage-
ment Act. Amendments to the compre-
hensive plan or the county’s Shoreline 
Master Program, which is currently un-
der review, might require amendments 
to the subarea plan—which can only 
be amended every seven years, follow-
ing the scheduled update of the county’s 
comprehensive plan.

Where are the teeth?
The plan establishes the mainte-

nance of a body of citizens elected by 
Guemes Island residents and property 
owners. That body, the Guemes Island 
Planning Advisory Committee (GIPAC; 
see article on page 20), is charged with 
monitoring the implementation of the 
subarea plan, initiating studies and oth-
er actions related to the plan, holding 
public meetings to gather input about 
proposed changes or resolving problems, 
and representing islanders in communi-
cating with government agencies.

The plan recommends that GIPAC 
be notified by the county of any pro-
posal to change zoning or property clas-
sifications on Guemes Island. It further 
mandates that all public notices affect-
ing Guemes Island be posted in the 
Skagit Valley Herald and suggests that 
The Guemes Tide and other widely read 
island media also be notified.

In the end, the 20 years of effort by 
so many in getting the subarea plan ad-
opted will only be of use if islanders and 
their representatives on GIPAC stay in-
volved in moving the plan forward. Pol-
icies that guide public and private land-
use decisions can only be enforced if 
they become regulations and part of the 
county code. 

As the plan states, “It is part of the 
vision of the Guemes Island Sub‐Area 
planning process that islanders have a 
voice in the implementation of the sub‐
area plan.”

Will Guemes Island retain its rural 
character; protect its natural resources, 
environment, and shorelines; and main-
tain sustainable transportation modes 
and growth? 

It’s up to us. 

By Tim Manns
This year is the 113th for the annual 

Christmas Bird Count sponsored by the 
National Audubon Society. Each year, 
thousands of volunteers follow speci-
fied routes within designated 15-mile-
diameter “count circles,” counting every 
bird they see or hear all day. Much of 
Guemes Island falls within the Padilla 
Bay count circle. 

The Skagit Audubon Society has 
sponsored and organized this count for 
several decades, recruiting teams of bird-
ers to count in the 16 subareas of the 
circle, all on one day, which this year is 
Saturday, December 29. 

If you would like to help out (on 
Guemes or elsewhere), please contact 
Tim Manns at bctm@fidalgo.net or 
336-8753 by December 22. Participants 
will need binoculars and should be able 
to spend at least half the day in the field. 

The data collected in this longest-
running wildlife census is used to assess 
the health of bird populations and to 
help guide conservation action. 

For more information about the 
count, visit birds.audubon.org and click 
on “Christmas Bird Count.” For infor-
mation about the Skagit Audubon Soci-
ety, go to skagitaudubon.org. 

Notice
Fire Commissioners’ regular  

meetings, December 11, 2012,  
and  January 8, 2013,  

at 7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall
Public welcome

Subarea Plan: Implementation
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In last year’s count, birders saw Bonaparte’s 
gulls on Guemes—but nowhere else in the 
Padilla Bay count circle.

Counting Is for  
the Birds
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At the November 13 Fire Commis-
sioners’ meeting, firefighter and EMT 
Deb Bear was unanimously appointed 
to fill the term left vacant by the resig-
nation of Nick Nicolls, which was of-
ficially accepted at the same meeting. 
Bear, the first woman to serve as fire 
commissioner for District 17 (Guemes 
Island), will be officially sworn in at the 
December 11 commissioners’ meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Fire Hall.

In other business, the commissioners 
adopted a resolution approving an auto-
matic levy increase of 1 percent, which 
amounts to $1,507 for 2013. 

Islanders may see more deer-hunting 
activity as the season winds down. 

The late archery season runs through 
December 31 and the late muzzleloader 
season through December 15. Any deer 
can be taken by these hunters. 

Hunters are required to respect pri-
vate property and obey the usual rules 
of responsible hunting. 

To report suspicious activity, resi-
dents can call the free hotline at (877) 
933-9847 or the State Patrol at 757-
1175. Trespassing can be reported to  
the sheriff’s office at 911. 

A fine, sunny day on November 24 brought shoppers out to the Community 
Center and Church for the annual Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale. Some 32 vendors 
selling wood carvings, soaps, handmade knives, local honey, jewelry, handmade tex-
tile art, and watercolor prints, among other local crafts, created a festive atmosphere 
to shop for the holidays. Shoppers also purchased homemade baked goods, and 
warmed up with hot soup, biscuits, and apple cider.

The event raised nearly $1,700 to support the Historical Society’s efforts. 

By Nick Allison
On Sunday morning, November 

11, a property owner on South Indian 
Village Lane received a call from a 
neighbor reporting the presence of 
an unfamiliar man in a gray passenger 
car on the property. The owner called 
911 and sheriff’s deputies responded 
promptly.

They found the man on the 
property in question, which was clearly 
posted with “no trespassing” signs. His 
intentions were unclear, Chief Crimi-
nal Deputy Don McDermott told the 
Tide, but nothing seemed to be stolen 
or missing. The man, a 39-year-old 
Anacortes resident, was arrested and 
charged with second-degree criminal 
trespass. His case is pending in Skagit 
County District Court.

Trespasser Arrested

Deb Bear Appointed as 
Fire Commissioner

Last of Hunting Season

Holiday Bazaar a Sunny Success

Clockwise from top left: Bob Rainwater displays 
his handcarved folk figures; Cleo Bouffiou mar-
kets her handmade journals and boxes; Jenny 
Swift sells jewelry and other items; and Jim 
Dugan, Anne Casperson, and Carol Pellett sell 
items to benefit the Guemes Island Library.
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By Edith Walden
A small group of islanders attend-

ed the annual meeting on October 27 
of the Guemes Island Planning Adviso-
ry Committee (GIPAC) to elect mem-
bers and hear a review of the commit-
tee’s first year, following the adoption of 
the Guemes Island Subarea Plan by the 
Skagit County Board of Commission-
ers. (See page 18 for a related article on 
the subarea plan.)

All the current members were re-
elected. A recent change to the bylaws 
that requires staggered terms for mem-
bers resulted in the following terms for 
the newly elected members: Nancy Fox 
and Kit Harma will serve for one year; 
Bruce Rooney, Gary Curtis, and Stu-
art Charles will serve for two years; and 
Allen Bush Jr. and Sandy McKean will 
serve for three years. Future members 
will be elected to serve for three years. 

Review of the year
Much of the newly formed commit-

tee’s year was devoted to becoming fa-
miliar with the subarea plan, the group’s 
mission, and each other. Meeting once a 
month, the group focused on the most 
immediate issue: trying to influence the 
revision of the county’s Shoreline Master 

GIPAC Elects Members at Annual Meeting
Program (SMP) to be consistent with 
the subarea plan. The effort was an up-
hill battle. Kit Harma attended the citi-
zen advisory meetings for the SMP, and 
GIPAC submitted written comments on 
the draft of the plan, but Harma stated 
his regret that GIPAC did not have a 
formal representative on the advisory 
committee itself. Focus on the SMP will 
be a priority for the coming year.

Another priority for the committee 
that will continue in the coming year is 
the protection of potable water sources 
in the island’s sole source aquifer, which 
includes monitoring on-site septic sys-
tems and seawater intrusion.

Public input and personal  
positions

Marianne Kooiman, one of the pri-
mary researchers in drafting the subarea 
plan, requested that GIPAC do a better 
job of posting minutes from its meet-
ings and announcing meeting times, 
noting that the last minutes that had 
been posted were from the June meet-
ing. She also requested that GIPAC find 
someone who has some interest and pas-
sion about water issues to become famil-
iar with the extensive research she has 
accumulated, and to carry on the work.

In a refreshingly honest forum, each 
committee member spoke about his or 
her point of view about the mission, 
tactics, and strategy of GIPAC. Rooney 
found that working with the county was 
frustrating because “they don’t do any-
thing.” He admitted that his opinion 
could be “just me being cynical.”

Fox wondered if the county wasn’t 
just leading citizens on about their com-
mitment to community planning. She 
found working to get subarea plan poli-
cies into the SMP very frustrating when 
county staff would make no exceptions 
for Guemes. “Why did they adopt the 
plan if they weren’t going to be willing 
to implement the recommendations?” 
she asked. Her view was that GIPAC 
needed to put up more of a fight to per-
suade the county to follow the subarea 
plan’s recommendations.

McKean professed to being optimis-
tic about the process but believed that it 

would be difficult, and would take five 
to ten years to make progress with the 
plan. He sympathized with the coun-
ty’s positions of being short-staffed and 
underbudgeted. He questioned the role 
of GIPAC: “Are we enforcers or edu-
cators?” He later agreed that “watch-
dogs and leaders” might better describe 
GIPAC’s role.

Bush expressed dismay that so much 
of the mandatory language in the plan’s 
draft had been watered down from 
“shall” to “should.” He maintained his 
commitment to the plan, advising that 
“we need to pick our battles.” (He and  
Curtis are the only members of the 
committee who had been part of the 
group that drafted the subarea plan.)

Harma stated his belief that GIPAC 
had been playing catch-up, especial-
ly with the SMP, and stressed that the 
committee needed to be sure they were 
represented in any future critical issues. 
He suggested that because of the slump-
ing economy the threats for develop-
ment have changed and that commu-
nity energy dissipates in the absence of 
immediate threat. He thought the big-
gest threat was a “Saturday afternoon 
massacre”—the type of incident where 
an islander clear-cuts an entire lot, for 
example. A primary mission of GIPAC 
would be to “prevent those kinds of 
problems,” he urged.

Stuart confessed he was “still trying 
to get my head around this.” He said he 
had a positive attitude but also sympa-
thized with county departments that are 
“really stretched and shorthanded.” He 
thought focus should be brought to bear 
on the mandatory recommendations: 
the “shalls.”

Curtis was absent.

Officers chosen
At the November 5 regular meeting, 

Allen Bush Jr. was elected chair, Stu-
art Charles was elected vice-chair, and 
Bruce Rooney was elected secretary/trea-
surer. The group discussed activities for 
the coming year and made assignments. 
Members were asked to review the sub-
area plan and choose an area of interest.

GIPAC will next meet on Monday, 
December 3, and Monday, January 7, at 
7 p.m. at the Church. 
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By Edith Walden
On November 7, Skagit Superior 

Court Judge Michael Rickert ordered 
former islander Charles Feld, 56, to pay 
$92,144 in restitution to islander Ste-
phen Callero. The funds would reim-
burse Callero’s loss of property that oc-
curred in a fire that Feld was sentenced 
for starting at Callero’s Holiday Hide-
away residence in April 2010. The inci-
dent began with a dispute over a $150 
rototiller rental.

Callero’s fifth-wheel-trailer residence 
and all his personal and business records 
and belongings were destroyed in the 
fire. Also damaged were a dump truck 
and a flatbed trailer that Callero de-
pended on for his business. 

Restitution can only be granted for 
property loss, not for pain and suffering, 
lost wages, or medical expenses. 

Feld withdraws objection
Feld, appearing with a full gray-

ing beard, was transferred temporarily 
for the hearing to custody in the Skagit 
County Jail from the Monroe Correc-
tional Complex, where he is serving a 
72-year sentence for the first-degree ar-
son conviction and attempted homicide, 
assault, and felony-harassment convic-
tions. (See page 12 in the July/August 
2011 Tide for an account of the sen-
tencing hearing.)

After politely greeting his attorneys, 
he directed Deputy Prosecutor Russell 
Brown to “kill yourself.” He then greet-
ed Judge Rickert, commenting, “You 
look 10 years younger. Did you stop 
drinking?” (Rickert had made a com-
ment to Feld about looking 10 years 
younger when Feld showed up halfway 
through the trial, suddenly clean- 
shaven.)

In a surprise move, Feld ordered his 
attorneys to withdraw the objection to 
the restitution that they had filed on his 
behalf. Defense attorney Nancy Neal 
objected to the withdrawal, but it was 
accepted by the court. Findings of fact 
about the sentencing, to which the de-
fense attorneys and the prosecutor had 
agreed, were also filed at the hearing.

“Stay out of trouble,” Judge Rickert 

bantered to Feld as he left the court-
room to be returned to the Monroe  
facility.

Callero did not attend the hearing, 
and was not required to.

Unlikely to collect
Feld has been declared indigent by 

the court in the process of his appeal of 
his sentence. The court has no responsi-
bility for enforcing the restitution. The 
victim must find ways to collect on any 
assets, community property, or income 
that the perpetrator might have. Victims 
without assets have little recourse unless 
they can afford to hire civil attorneys or 
collection agents to recover the funds.

Brown explained to the Tide that 
restitution is usually ordered for perpe-
trators who will eventually be released 
from prison. Restitution is then en-
forced by parole officers. Unless his con-
victions are overturned, Feld will likely 
spend the rest of his life in prison.

Appeal proceeds, slowly
Verbatim reports of all the trial pro-

ceedings, amounting to 444 pages, have 
been sent to Washington Court of Ap-
peals Judge Richard D. Johnson. At 
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Charles Feld Ordered to Pay Restitution
press time, more than eight sets of doc-
uments were still due to be filed. The 
court clerk estimated it would be “a 
long time” before any hearing would be 
set for the appeal. 

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 (Recognition for those 18 and under 

and the chronologically gifted)

William Prewitt turns 4 on December 1.
Blake Prescott turns 16 on December 3.
Hannah Lenander turns 4 on  
     December 5.
Ryan Simonis turns 17 on December 8.
Dale LaCross turns 87 on December 14.
On December 25, Eddie Clarke turns 12 
     and Henry and Nathan Hock turn 8.
Owen McDill turns 8 on December 29.
Agnes Ashback turns 92 on 
     December 30.
Maeve McCracken turns 16 on 
     January 11.
Grace Rydberg turns 99 on January 13.
Sophia McCracken turns 10 on 
     January 16.
Stella Tsitsiragos turns 18 on 
     January 18.
Charlie Funk turns 13 on January 25.
Don Passarelli turns 81 on January 27.
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The shot was plumb perfect
With Gordon Coey’s recent dona-

tion to the Historical Society of a cop-
per mash pot used by islander Horace 
Hammill for some premium distilling 
during Prohibition, I am reminded that 
his son Henry had his own talent for in-
novation.

For example, when Henry bought 
his 1959 flatbed Chev, he didn’t call on 
a friend to drive him to the seller. He 

drove his own his pickup truck. Island-
ers were not surprised to see him return 
at the wheel of the big truck with the 
smaller one nestled on the back like a 
four-wheeled dinghy. Saved him a $1.35 
ferry fare.

But my favorite Henry story involves 
plumbing by rifle. Henry was proudly 
showing me the framing for the indoor 
bathroom in the new West Shore Drive 
house he was finishing. He and Rose-
mary had been living in the project for 
a couple of years, so the roof was on and 
Henry needed to locate the toilet vent 

hole. Not wanting to mess around with 
a ladder and plumb bob among the raf-
ters, he set the butt of his hunting rifle 
in line with the pipe’s proposed lower 
terminal, plumbed it straight up, and 
pulled the trigger.

When I stopped laughing as he re-
lated this deed, I asked him if the bullet 
fell back down through the same hole. 

“No,” he replied in the ponder-
ous tone and colorful language he was 
known for. “Where that g** d*** bullet 
went I don’t know. But that son-of-a-
b**** did the job.”

Praying for Friday
Jack Riddle, the talented metal fab-

ricator and storyteller who held forth in 
his shop across from the Store, has been 
gone for a few years now but should not 
be forgotten. He had his own ideas on a 
number of subjects, including religion, 
and he told me he once found himself 
in the company of a number of devout 
friends he decided to play with. He bait-
ed them with this challenge: “Today is 
Monday. If we all prayed together, could 
we make it Friday?”

“Jack,” said his friend with a benevo-
lent smile, “The Good Lord is very busy. 
Be assured by the time He gets around 
to you, it will be Friday.”

Pants on fire
With the 2012 election campaign 

over, I was thinking about all the ways 
various participants and their followers 
accused opponents of turning, twisting, 
and mangling each other’s messages. 
Then by chance I heard an excerpt from 
an unrelated post-trial presentation by 
the winning prosecuting attorney in a 
high-profile legal battle. 

Referring to the defense attorney’s 
blabbering on with his justification for 
appeal, with a straight face the prosecu-
tor intoned, “He made occasional forays 
into the proximity of reality.” 

Now that’s saying “liar” with extreme 
elegance. 

In 2003, the late Henry Hammill posed with 
this distilling kettle and evaporation coil, 
which brought back memories of Henry’s 
father Horace and his Prohibition distill-
ing operation. This equipment was found 
in Oregon by the late Ed Simons and was 
recently donated to the Guemes Island 
Historical Society by Ed’s son Mark.
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By Judith Horton
Islander Jackie Gladish, who is cur-

rently serving with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) in 
New York, had a very brief moment of 
television fame on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 21. It was rumored that she would 
appear on Good Morning America as 

part of their spot on the aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy, and as a result several 
islanders were poised in front of their 
sets in eager anticipation that morning.

After sitting through almost the 
whole hour of programming, those who 
blinked missed Jackie’s approximately 
four-second, one-sentence sound bite. 
Some thought she had not even been 
identified, but close scrutiny revealed 
her name and FEMA in small letters at 
the bottom of the screen.

In a follow-up email interview with 
the Tide, Gladish expanded on the mes-
sage she had hoped to convey: “The 
point is that we are likely to see a spike 
in feeding requirements as the recovery 
efforts begin in earnest. There will be 
a continuing need, especially in areas 
where people won’t get power back 
until they can fix their homes. We must 
focus on people’s long-term needs now 
that the immediate crisis is over.”

She added, “Voluntary agencies will 
play a very big role in the recovery. . . . 
Ask folks to donate money to American 
Red Cross, the Salvation Army, or any 
other favorite charity and tag the dona-
tion to Hurricane Sandy.” Jackie wanted 
to let people know she saw a Red Cross 
food van from Bellingham.

”There are a lot of people doing 
great things here every day,” she contin-
ued. “Don’t believe everything you hear 
on TV.”

Jackie Gladish’s TV 
Flash of Fame
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Jackie on the job in New York
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•  in memoriam •

Alice “Betty” Dahl died on October 29 at Fidalgo Care Center in Anacortes. She was 
87 years of age.

Betty was born May 16, 1925, in Spokane to Irene and Clifford Vawter. After the 
family moved to Seattle she graduated from Roosevelt High, where she met Halvor Dahl. 
They were married September 20, 1943. 

At the conclusion of Hal’s six years in the Navy, they returned to Seattle, where they 
began raising a family and spending summers on Guemes Island. After Hal’s retirement 
in 1984 they traveled a bit before moving to Guemes’s west shore. In 1990 they moved to 
an Anacortes home overlooking Guemes Channel. After 64 years of marriage, Hal died 
in 2007. 

Betty loved to knit, was an expert seamstress, and enjoyed needlepoint as well as cook-
ing. She was a member of St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church in West Seattle and 
Christ Episcopal Church in Anacortes as well as the Children’s Orthopedic Hospital 
Guild and St. John’s Women’s Guild.

Survivors include son Norman (Cynthia Stewart) Dahl, daughters Krista (Clancy) 
Lien and Karen Dahl, and five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. A celebration of Betty’s life was held in November 
at Christ Episcopal Church. Arrangements were under the care of Wallin Funeral Home.

Alice “Betty” Dahl

Wendy Martin of West Shore Drive died November 12 at the age of 66. 
The daughter of Parker and Helen Trefethen, Wendy began coming to Guemes 

with the family in 1960 and was a permanent resident for many years. 
Survivors include a son, Tyler Clausen; sisters Debbie and Laurie; and a brother, 

Andy. 
Services were private. Arrangements were under the care of Evans Funeral 

Chapel.

Wendy Martin

Edward P. Donnelly Jr., known to his family as “Uncle Ed,” a part-time Guemes Islander since 1956, died October 16 at 
the age of 93.

Born in Philadelphia on August 29, 1919, to Edward and Emma Donnelly, he was the first 
of 10 children—“the big brother everyone wanted.”

He attended Seattle Prep high school, enlisted in 
the navy, and while on leave met his future wife, Pat 
Graham. They were married in 1943. 

After his discharge, Ed and Pat returned to 
Seattle and he studied geology and geography at 
the University of Washington. His love of history, 
geography, and the geology of the region was passed 
on to the next generation. He spent many years in 
machinery sales and became a purchasing agent for 

engineering companies throughout the Northwest. 
He was a man of faith and longtime member of Our Lady of the Lake parish. 

He was active in the Puget Sound Civil War Roundtable and had a keen interest 
in the history of the original H. P. O’Bryant homestead on Channel View Drive, 
the remainder of which he and Pat purchased in 1956. The property remains in the 
family.

Survivors include his wife of 69 years, Pat; and brother George and sister-in-law 
Kathleen Shaw Herrold.

Remembrances can be made in Ed’s name to the Sisters of the Holy Names of 
Jesus and Mary, Spokane.

Edward Donnelly
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Five Years Ago
Jim Dugan begins his 

third six-year term as Fire De-
partment Commissioner at 
age 75. —The Evening Star, 
December 2008

The Guemes ferry fare 
model called the “bridge anal-
ogy” is dropped by the coun-
ty after serving for a quarter-
century (measuring costs over 
and above the operation of a 
bridge). A new formula based 
on a five-year average of appli-
cable data that “would insulate 
fares from huge spikes” is pro-
posed for public scrutiny. 

Saving their North Beach 
house by armoring the eroding bank is 
detailed by Alan Richardson.

—The Evening Star, January 2009

Ten Years Ago
The Guemes Island Historical So-

ciety announces it has obtained federal 
and state nonprofit status.

Fire Chief Carl Meinzinger chal-
lenges the policies regarding after-hour 
emergency ferry runs after a recent call 
was delayed for more than an hour due 
to the unavailability of crew. 

—The Evening Star, January 2003

Fifteen Years Ago
The five-year struggle to obtain a 

zoning change ends in November as the 
foundation is poured for a general store 
at Mangan’s Landing.

Rollie Jones displays his “Guemes 
Book of World Records” five-pound ag-
ate. (Editors’ note: His record was recently 
broken—see November 2012, page 2.)

—The Evening Star, December 1997
The county hearing examiner ap-

proves a 41-acre development for 16 
homes (known as the Fohn property). 
Islander Nick Nicolls plans an appeal.

Guemes Island is officially designat-
ed a “sole source aquifer” island three 
years after the Property Owners Associ-
ation sought the classification. 

—The Evening Star, January 1998

Fifty Years Ago
Guemes residents vote 100 to 

16 in favor of a $6,000 bond issue 
to finance equipment for a volun-
teer fire department. The new com-
missioners are Stanley Garner, Allen 

Veal, and Robert Gar-
land. 

—Anacortes  
American, November 

14, 1962

Ninety Years Ago
Mr. and Mrs. 

E. S. Cook, hav-
ing decided they 
no longer needed 
their two houses on 

Guemes Island’s Cook’s Cove, and that 
they weren’t worth much in their loca-
tion, elect to move them to property 
they own next to their residence on 6th 
Street in Anacortes. Their personal resi-
dence came across “fully furnished. This 
building contains a big fireplace but not 
a brick was disturbed, the plaster wasn’t 
cracked nor the chimney taken down.”

—Anacortes American,  
October 19, 1922 

(Editors’ note: Nine years earlier, E. S. 
Cook had marketed bottled Guemes Island 
spring water from his Cook’s Cove farm. 
The water “tested as pure, high in medici-
nal qualities and excellent for domestic 
use,” according to a news release.)
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Above: The first of the Cook family houses 
arrives by barge at the foot of N Avenue. 
Right: The modified house stands in its 
present location on 6th Street.
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